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Biographical Sketch

of

RUTH SHELDON KNOWLES

The granddaughterand daughter of independent oilmen and wife of
another, Ruth Sheldon Knowles, of Tulsa, Oklahoma,' is a petroleum
specialist, magazine writer, lecturer, and author of the best-sellingtm.leGr.eatestGaratderw /yuuj.shobyjkGrawHill in 1959.'

In 1939, the Mexican government 'retained her to make a survey of
all the oil fields and refineries in Mexico. She was the first foreigner
permitted to inspect the properties' following their expropriation in 193 8

In 1941, Mrs. Knowles was appointed by Secretary of the Interior,
Harold L. Ickes, at a Petroleum Specialist ordhis:staffjand was sent to

• South America to make the first U. S. government survey of South'
American oil fields and refineries; she remained with the Petroleum
Administration,for War till the end of 1942._ The following year She was
a special consultant to the Venezuelan government on its new petroleum
law.	 -	 -

From 1951 to 1959 she Spent a great deal or time in .Cubai-where,shp._
was a principal factordnAndu4pgvarioui'Oil comPanies to explore
was the "godmother" of the discovery of Cuba's first sedimentary oil
field which starteka440,000,000 oil hunt there.

•
While Carrying on a . career as wildcatter and consultant .-- and

raising four children Mrs. KnOwles has written many technicalarti-
cles for the professional journals and articles oE,general interest for
such magazines as the SATURDAY EVENING POST,' FORTUNE, READER'S DIGEST,.
AMERICAN WEEKLY, NATION'S BUSINESS, ATLANTIC, etc'.

Mrs. Knowles has also written and' produced a,series of radio pro-
grams on oil for the American Petroleum.Institute. an  written another
series for the Voice of America, ' broadcdst in Europe and the Middle
East:

• _
In 1961, she was given an award as "Woman Of the Te0-7 in Oklahoma

by American Women dn'Radio and Television:	 ,	 , 

In 1962, just . beforethe missile crisis; Mrs -.. KnowlSs:spen
n
t . a

month in Castro's Cuba.' Her reports appeared in the SATURDAY EVENING
PT, WALL STREET JOURNAL, WORLD PETROLEUM,...pETROLEUM , TODAT	 S:f:,
NEWS AND WORLD REPORT, Subsequently' She visited ,East and, West Berlin..,	 -

For the past three summers she has lectured to American Studies
programs given in colleges and universities throughout the United States

She is currently writing another book,. "The Innovators," for
McGraw-Hill. 	 e


